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I wish to acknowledge our pupils’ excellent attendance
rate of 97%. It highlights the importance families place
on education here at St. Mary’s N.S. as we all continue
to work collectively to give our pupils every
opportunity to reach their full potential.
As is tradition The Mayor of Waterford will be here
before Halloween to present full attendance certificates
to our 70 pupils who did not miss a day during the
2018/19 school year.
I wish to extend a special welcome to all new families
who have joined us in St. Mary’s N.S. I hope all pupils
have settled in and please remember that class teachers
are available by appointment to discuss your child’s
progress. This year our parent teacher meetings are
scheduled for Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th
November.
Enjoy the mid-term and please drive safely on the
roads.

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Killian O’Reilly Principal Teacher

As we approach the Halloween mid-term break I wish
to update you on School News!
Firstly and most importantly I’m sure you will join me
in wishing our colleague Ciara McSweeney the very
best in her new post as Principal of Light of Christ N.S.
Dunmore East. Ciara taught in our school since
September 1999.
This year our Parents Association AGM took place on
Wednesday 15th October. There was a good attendance
and current issues were discussed. On behalf of the
Board of Management I wish to express sincere thanks
to all committee members who stepped down after their
term. I look forward to working with the new
committee for 2019/20 school year. Also, a special
mention to our School Library Committee who
volunteer weekly to ensure all pupils are using this
superb facility. They along with previous volunteers
make it all work!
Our school website is www.ballygunner.ie on it you
will find general information about our school and it is
a convenient reference for school calendar, policies and
procedures. Also, we are on twitter @BallygunnerNS,
please follow us to keep up to date on school news.
Curricular focus this year will be across 4 key areas;
Team Teaching, Primary Language Curriculum, Music
and SPHE (Social Personal Health Education)
Our Board of Management term end on 30th November
2019. We are pleased to announce that Department of
Education and Skills has approved an Additional
School Accommodation Grant to construct an
additional classroom and SET room.

School Calendar Year 2019/20
SCHOOL
School Year 19/20
Halloween
Mid term Break
In-service Day
In-service Day
Christmas Holidays
Spring
Mid term Break
St. Patrick's day
Weekend
Easter Holidays
May BH Weekend
June BH Weekend
Summer Holidays

CLOSES
-

RE OPENS
Thur 29th Aug

Fri 25th Oct *
School Closed
Wed 6th Nov
School Closed
Thur 28th Nov
Fri 20th Dec*

Mon 4th Nov

Fri 14th Feb
School Closed
Tue 17th Mar
Fri 3rd Apr *
School Closed
Fri 1st May &
Mon 4th May
School Closed
Mon 1st June
Fri 26th Jun*

Mon 24th Feb

Mon 6th Jan

Mon 20th Apr
Tue 5th May
Tue 2nd June
-

* Half Day: School closes at 12:00 noon.
Dates For Your Diary
Sat 23 May 2nd Class First Communion
Fri 15 May 6th Class Confirmation

What’s going on at School…

 Important - Severe Nut Allergy

IMPORTANT NOTICE RE: SCHOOL CLOSURES IN
NOVEMBER 2019

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Dear Parents/Guardians,
On behalf of the Board of Management I wish to inform
you that our school will be closed for pupils on two dates
in November to facilitate Department of Education and
Skills Primary Language Curriculum In-Service.

We have a small number of children in our school who
have a severe allergic reaction to peanuts/nuts. This
allergic reaction (anaphylactic shock) can occur through
ingestion of peanut/nut products and cross contamination.

Wednesday 6th November 2019
Mr. Stephen Graham from Cengage Consultants Australia
will visit our school. He is an educator with a wealth of
experience and an expert in children’s literacy. Our Board
of Management have waited 18 months to avail of this
seminar for our teachers.
Thursday 28th November 2019
A representative from PDST (Professional Development
Service for Teachers) will present a seminar to our
teachers in Waterford Teachers Centre on the Rationale,
Aims, Strands and Learning Outcomes of the Primary
Language Curriculum Infants to 6th class.
I know in-service closures are an inconvenience for
families, thank you for your cooperation. I am confident
that both days will be very worthwhile as we continue to
upskill ourselves and implement this new curriculum.
Kind Regards,
Killian O’Reilly
Principal Teacher

 Library
Almost 300 children in the school availed of The Summer
Reading Scheme in the local Ardkeen
Library. Tracy McEneaney, the
children’s librarian presented certificates
and medals to all those who participated.
This is wonderful encouragement for
children to read novels.
On Thursday, Oct 17 the children in the three fifth classes
attended Ardkeen Library to hear storyteller Joe Brennan.
He is highly recommended.
Fourth classes recently travelled to their local library at
Ardkeen Stores to hear well known children’s author Neil
de Burca whisk them away to his land of fiction, where
emotions changed rapidly from surprise to fear, horror to
joy, as his rapid-fire story telling enthralled the near
ninety children present. One of his greatest magical gifts
is making time disappear – an hour long spell felt like a
mere twenty minutes. Suffice to say that the children
enjoyed their afternoon, provided free of charge by our
local library and organised by children’s librarian Tracy
McEneaney and Derek O’Neill.
Both our Junior and Senior Libraries are back in action
after the Summer break. Many thanks to the parents who
exchange the books weekly. We can always use more
volunteers if anybody has the time.

Since this condition can be life threatening, we are asking
for your help in minimising the risk to these children.
Avoid giving children peanuts in school lunches
Avoid giving peanut butter sandwiches, other spreads
containing nuts such as Nutella and snacks/bars
containing nuts or labelled ‘may contain nut traces’ in
school lunches.
Asking children NOT to share their lunches
Due to the severity of the problem, it is important that all
parents carry out the suggested measures and reduce the
risk of an allergic reaction.
We thank you for your co-operation.

 Assemblies
Assemblies take place from October to May here at
school.
Mr. O’Reilly visits classes monthly for assembly. There
are 8 assemblies each month, one per class level and
termly for ASD Special Classes. The host class welcomes
pupils from the other classes at their level and enjoy
assembly together with their teachers.
A typical format for Assembly is:
Welcome/Prayer
Short Presentation and chat with pupils.
Discussion on a set theme
News from Classrooms
Principal Awards
Song/Poem
Assemblies are a great opportunity for our School
Principal to get to know pupils a little more.
Assembly themes this term are as follows;
Listening, Kindness, Giving Thanks.

 Car Park – Safety and Etiquette
In the interest of safety please follow the traffic
management arrangements as outlined in the notification
issued by the Board of Management and the Parents
Association at the start of the school year. These
arrangements require full co-operation from all drivers.
To all those using the car parks, both at the school and
also at Havenwood Nursing Home, which we are lucky to
have the use of at our morning drop off and both
afternoon collection times. Please always show respect to
other people and also to the properties.

Sports

 GAA
- Gaelic Football News
- Under 13 football
The boys won their 3 group games against St Declan’s,
Killea and Gaelscoil na nDeise. We recently won our semi
final against Holy Cross. Ballygunner were successful in
the final against St. Declan’s on Tuesday Oct 22 in Walsh
Park. Ollie Fives was the captain of this team.
The boys under 12 football team recently played in the
INTO 7 a side in Gracedieu. We beat St Declan’s and St
Stephen’s and lost to Gaelscoil na nDeise. Ronan Smyth
was the captain of this team.

- Camogie
Whoever gets the job of the new Waterford Senior
Camogie manager will have plenty of selection headaches
in years to come as 1st and 2nd Class are proving
exceptionally skillful this year.
They have been developing their Camogie skills these
past few weeks in the PE Hall at lunch times and it is
great to see so many interested in playing at a time when
Camogie is thriving in Waterford.
During the summer months Waterford won an U-16 'B'
All-Ireland title with no less than 9 past pupils involved
on the panel. It all started for them here in school! Sarah
Maher, joint-captain of the team was one of the 9.
Next month, 3rd and 4th Class will begin their foray into
the Arena to begin their journey towards school
representation next year.

-Girl’s Gaelic News
It was great to have such a huge number of girls interested
in Gaelic this year, 56 to be exact. We made 2 teams; a
red team and a black team. The black team have played
three league matches and have progressed to the shield
final. We will be starting an internal league with the Red
team after Halloween.
Best of luck to the twelve girls also on the Mini 7s team
who have reached the finals.
 Athletics
- Cross Country
On September 17th, our school competed in the Waterford
primary schools cross country at the RSC pitches. Many
medals were taken home by our
boys and girls from 1st to 6th class.
The cup was received by the boys
team achieving the highest points
of the day. The girls team won the
plaque for 2nd place very closely
behind the Ursuline.
Thanks to all parents who assisted Ms Hayes on the day.
It would not be possible to bring so many children to the
event without this help.

 Team Hope
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Happily we will be collecting
the Team Hope Shoe Boxes in
our school this year.
Your kind support is hugely appreciated as it helps bring
days of happiness, distraction and fun to the most
vulnerable children overseas.
The shoe boxes that you donate will be collected from our
school on November 7th, deadline. You can bring the
boxes to the school after the Halloween break please.
Each family is encouraged to donate one box.
Thanking you in advance for kindness and compassion.
Áine Barrett

 Ballygunner Party Box
Our Party Box is up and running and has been used at two
parties so far!  We are a Green School and at the end of
the last school year we put together a party box to prevent
so much single use plastic waste from parties. For
example, in one class alone, if every child has a birthday
party and invites all the children in the class, 841 cups,
plates and bowls will be used and then thrown out. In one
class level that is 2523! This is a HUGE amount of single
use plastic and we would like to help to reduce that
number. If you would like to use the party box just ask Ms
Dennehy, there is no cost for using it. If you have any old
plastic cups, bowls, plates or cutlery please bring them in
to Ms Dennehy and these can be added to the box.
* Garden Volunteers
If there are any parents interested in
helping out in our school garden, you
would be most welcome, please let a
member of the Parents Association or
Anne in the office know.

 De La Salle Show
On the 18th October 2019, our three Fifth and four Sixth
classes had the pleasure of attending this years De La
Salle show production of "Joseph and his Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat".
We were one of many other city schools in attendance on
the day and our pupils had great fun at the show. It was
great to see some of our past pupils involved from both
De La Salle and the Ursuline schools singing and dancing
on the stage. It was a very well rehearsed show, full of
talent and energy which was enjoyed by both pupils and
teachers.
 Green Schools Initiative
Our school has been involved in the Green Schools
Project for many years and we have won all our flags. A
big thank you to all the pupils, parents and staff who
continuously promote the Green Schools themes of
 litter and waste management
 water conservation
 energy conservation
 sustainable modes of travel
 biodiversity

Parents Association Activities

Kids Corner

 AGM and New Officers
The AGM of the Parents Association took place at school
on 16th of October last. The following officers were
elected for the coming year:

Q: Where did the goblin throw the football?
A: Over the ghoul line!

Chairperson:
Vice-Chairperson:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Teachers Rep:

Laura Carroll
Catriona Hough
Deirdre Spillane
Jill Williams
Sinead Power

St. Mary’s Ballygunner has a wonderful group of parents
that support our fabulous National School. There are
many behind the scenes projects that we embrace to make
the children's learning more fun!
 Message from outgoing Chairperson:
Well my time at Ballygunner has come to an end. What a
fabulous inclusive school we have! Thank you to all the
Parents Association and Killian for supporting the work of
the PA throughout 2018/2019 school year. My very best
wishes Laura, Catriona, Jill and Deirdre for the forth
coming year. Please support them by attending the
meetings and doing your bit however small to help make
Ballygunner the fantastic school it continues to be.
Angela Jackman

 Message from incoming Chairperson:
Welcome to all our new (& old) Ballygunner
parents/guardians! On behalf of the PTA, I wish you and
your children a healthy and happy year ahead.
Having recently attended my first PTA meeting (my
daughter is in 1st class!), I was surprised to discover that
the association have been struggling to increase awareness
and attendance at the meetings. I had assumed I would be
among lots of people and no more help would be required
– I was wrong.
So, here I am, along with the rest of the PTA, trying to see
how best we can help to support the children and their
teachers. If you are a parent/guardian, teacher, or even
school pupil reading this and feel you would like to help
or share an idea that you feel could positively impact
school life, please do get in touch.
The first meeting of the year will be at the school on
Tuesday 12th November at 8pm.
With Warm Regards,
Laura Carroll.

 Christmas Raffle
It’s hard to believe that we are so close to Christmas again. It
is around this time that the PTA try hard to seek the support
of local businesses and individuals to help with raffle prizes.
The PTA would like to extend their sincere thanks to all the
businesses who donated raffle prizes last year. We thank you
for your generosity and support.
If you would like to donate to the 2019 Raffle, please reach
out to the PTA, we would be so appreciative to hear from
you!
Laura Carroll

Q: Where do baby ghosts go during the day?
A: Day Scare centres
Q: What do you call two witches living together?
A: Broommates.
Q: Why did Dracula take cold medicine?
A: To stop his coffin.
Q: How can you tell a vampire likes baseball?
A: Every night he turns into a bat!
Q: Who was the most famous skeleton detective?
A: Sherlock Bones.
Q: What do you get if you cross a vampire with a
teacher?
A: A blood test.
Q: What do witches put on their hair?
A: Scare spray.
Q: What do skeletons say before eating?
A: Bone Appetite.
Q: What happens when a ghost gets lost in the fog?
A: He is mist.
Q: What tops off a ghost’s ice cream sundae?
A: Whipped scream!
Q: Do zombies eat popcorn with their fingers?
A: No, they eat the fingers separately.
Q: What did one ghost say to the other ghost?
A: “Do you believe in people?”
Q: What kind of streets do zombies like the best?
A: Dead ends…

HAPPY HALLOWEEN

